470               THE ORIGINS OF THE WORLD WAR
himself on October 14 with an "amicable request" to Serbia-
to withdraw her troops from Albania and respect the de-
cisions of the London Conference, within a date which
Serbia herself might fix. Sazonov and Pichon also advised
Pashitch to jvithdraw his troops at once, as we learn from
Sazonov's report to the Tsar a fortnight later:
My stay in Paris coincided with the new sharpening of
Austro-Serbian relations in consequence of the occupation
of several strategic points on Albanian soil by the Serbian
troops. In the fear that Austria might give way to the
desire to win an easy diplomatic victory in this matter,
Pichon and I advised the Serbian Minister [in Paris] to
inform his Government that it was preferable to yield to
the friendly advice of Russia and France, rather than await
threats from Austria. Vesnitch agreed completely, and tele-
graphed at once in this sense to Belgrade. . . . Pichon
promised me to use all his influence to have the Serbian
loan admitted to the Paris Bourse.203
But the Serbian Prime Minister did not follow this good
advice, possibly because he may not have received it in
time, or more probably because he was being influenced by
the ardent Pan-Slav Russian Minister, Hartwig, and by
subterranean pressure from the secret society of Serbian-
202 Report of the French Consul in Scutari, Oct. 9; Affaires Balkan-
iques, III, 65. A few weeks later the Boundary Commission observed
between Dibra and Prizren that "Nearly all the villages have been
wholly or partially burned down by the Serbians. . . . The Serbian out-
posts here have been pushed some ten kilometres beyond the provisional
boundary" (G.P, XXXVI, 241).
203Sazonov's report to the Tsar, Oct. 24/Nov. 6, 1913; L.N., II.
360; Stieve, III, 328 f. See also Izvolski to Neratov, Oct. 18 (M.F.R., p.
430; L.N., II, 161; Stieve, III, 313), where Izvolski says that the French
Government's decision not to withhold the loan any longer was "to
make it easier for the Serbian Government to take this step" of with-
drawing her troops from Albania. One may doubt, however, whether
the furnishing of French money would tend to make Serbia more yielding
and pacific. According to Poincare .(Ill, 306 f.), who says nothing of
the French loan, Vesnitch did not send his telegram to Belgrade" until
Oct. 16.